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Listing of Claims: 



This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application. As 
requested by the Examiner, this listing of the claims shows all amendments, and claims status, 
relative to the claims originally submitted by the applicant on March 3, 2006 for examination. 

1.-8. (Canceled). 

9.-16. (Canceled). 

17.-154. (Canceled). 

155. (Currently amended) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending 
party was accessed by an intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) storing recipient data pertaining to at least one party an actual recipient of e-mail in a 
data file o n a computer associated with said at least one party f o r purposes of retrieving email , said 
stored recipient data file containing identifying data that identifies said at least one pa r ty actual e- 
mail recipient and further being associated with said actual recipient's email address ; 

b) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

c) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address; 

d) detecting an access event, and discovering the said stored r e cipient data file that is 
associated with said actual recipient's e-mail address that identifies the recipient associated with the 
recipient e-mail address t o which such e-mail was delivered ; and 

e) generating a confirmation of r eceipt notic e wherein the discovered recipient data is 
included in said confirmation of receipt notice; and 
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f) sending identifying data contained in said discovered data file for confirming proper 
delivery of said e-mail said confirmation of re cei p t notice, wherein the discove r ed recipient data 
contain e d in said confirmation of re c e ipt notic e can be compared to delivery information associated 
with said intended r e cipient in order to verify wh e ther the c-mail was accessed by the int e nd e d 
r e cipient . 

156. Canceled. 

157. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said access event 
comprises access of said e-mail that was delivered to said actual recipient e-mail address. 

158. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said access event comprises 
access of an email account associated with said actual recipient e-mail address. 

159. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said access event comprises 
activation of an e-mail processing software associated with said actual recipient e-mail address. 

160. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, further comprising the steps of : 
wherein the step of transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer includes attaching transmitting 
and delive r ing to the recipient e-mail add r ess an executable attachment file in conjunction with the 
e-mail fHc, the executable attachment file having a first module for discovering the stored data file 
that is associated with said actual recipient's email address . a second modul e for generating the 
confirmation of receipt notice, and a thi r d module fo r transmitting th e c o nfirmation of reeci p t 
notice, 
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and upon the detection of the access event, automatically executing the first, second, and 

third modules of the executabl e attachment file and wherein the step of detecting an access event 
includes the step of executing the first module of the executable attachment file . 

161. (Currently Amended) The method as in claim 160, wherein the executable 
attachment file has a fourth second module transmitted and delivered therewith, the fourth second 
module for detecting the access event, and 

further comprising the step of: 

automatically executing the fourth second module upon delivery of the attachment file to 
the actual recipient e-mail address. 

162. Canceled. 

163. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said comput e r is a actual 
recipient email address is associated with a recipient computer. 

164. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 163, wherein said recipient computer is a 
server of a service provider. 

165. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 163, wherein said recipient computer is a 
user system that is directly accessible by the actual recipient, said user system including electronic 
mail processing software and being capable of receiving e-mail . 

166. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said computer is a remote 
user computer may be used to from which said recipient may gain remote access to said actual 
recipient e-mail address. 
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167. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said identifying data 
contained in said stored re cipient data file pertains to alphanumeric text identification, biometric 
identification, password identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

168. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said stored r ecipient 
data file comprises , at least in part, identity information that identifies an individual. 

169. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 168, wherein said identity 
information pertains to biometric identification. 

170. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 69 further comprising means fo r the 

step of recognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

171. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 168, wherein said identity information 
includes alphanumeric text identification information. 

172. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said stored re cipient 
data fUe comprises , at least in p art, information that identifies a business. 

173. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said stored recipi e nt 
data file comprises , at least in part, information that identifies an organization. 

174. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said stored recipient 
data file comprises , at least in part, a computer generated user code. 
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175. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55 further including the step of i ncluding 
in said confirmation of receipt notic e sending access event data of att e ndant conditions attendant of 
said access event. 

176. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said party actual 
recipient is an individual. 

177. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said party actual 
recipient is a business. 

178. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 55, wherein said party actual 
recipient is an organization. 

179. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said confirmation of receipt 
notice step of sending identifying data is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

180. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein said confi r mation of receipt 
notice step of sending identifying data is used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 

181. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155, wherein sai d recipient e-mail 
add re ss data file is associated with a recipient stored on a computer associated with e-mail retrieval . 

182. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 155 i#\r, wherein said recipient 

e nmpiit e r i « n wrw. r nf a wrv i r. f . prov i de r t hat i s ca p able of r eceiving e-mail identifying data for 
confirming proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address . 
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183. Canceled. 



184. (Currently amended) A The method fo r ve r ifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending 
pa r ty was accessed by an intend e d recipi e nt, said m e thod comprising : as recited in claim 258 
wherein said step of sending recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes 
the steps of: 

a) transmitting an e -mail from a sender comput e r to an intended r ecipient, the sender 

computer being connected to a communications netwo r k; 
b) d e livering said C"mail t o a r e cipient email add r ess; 

c) d e tecting an access event, and prompting th e party who r equested said access to e nt e r 

recipi e nt data pr io r to allowing th e requ e sted access, said reci p ient data identifying the party who 
r equ e sted said access; 

d) a) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the entered inputted recipient 

data is included in with said confirmation of receipt notice; and 

e) b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the ente re d inputted recipient 

data contained in included with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to delive r y 
information associated with said intended recipient in order to verify whether the emarl e-mail was 
accessed by the intended recipient. 

185. (Currently amended) The method as in claim +84 236 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of said e-mail that was delivered to said recipient e-mail address. 

186. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 236 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of an e mail e-mail account associated with said recipient e-mail address. 
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187. (Currently amended) The method as in claim +84 236 , wherein said access event 
comprises activation of an e-mail processing software associated with said recipient e-mail address. 

188. (Currently amended) The method as in claim +84 236 , further com p rising the st e ps 
oft 

transmitting and delive r ing to the recipi e nt e -mail add r ess wherein the step of transmitting 
an e-mail from a sender computer includes attaching an executable attachment file in conjunction 
with the e-mail fHc, the executable attachment file having a first module for prompting the party 
who requested said access event to enter recipient dat a, a second module fo r gen e rating the 
confirmati o n of receipt notice, and a third m o dule fo r transmitting the confirmation of reeeipt 
n o tice ; and 

upon th e detection of the acc e ss e vent, automatically executing the fi r st, s e cond, and third 
modul e s and wherein the step of detecting an access event includes the step of executing the first 
module of the executable attachment file. 

189. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 88, wherein the executable 
attachment file has a fourth second module transmitted and delivered therewith, the fourth second 
module for detecting the access event, and further comprising the step of automatically executing 
the f o urth second module upon delivery of the attachment file to the recipient e-mail address. 

190. Canceled. 

191. (Currently amended) The method as in claim +84 236 , wherein said recipient e- 
mail address is associated with a recipient computer. 
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192. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 191, wherein said recipient computer 
is a server of a service provider that is ca p able of r eceiving e-mail . 

193. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 191, wherein said recipient computer 
is a user system that is directly accessible by the a recipient, said user system including electronic 
mail processing software and being eapablc of receiving e-mail . 

194. (Currently amended) The method as in claim +84 236 , wherein said entered 
inputted recipient data pertains to alphanumeric text identification, biometric identification, 
password identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

195. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -r84 236 , wherein said ente r ed 
inputted recipient data comprises , at least in p art, identity information that identifies an individual. 

196. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 195, wherein said identity 
information pertains to biometric identification. 

197. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 1 96 further comprising m e ans fo r the 
step of recognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

198. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 195, wherein said identity 
information includes alphanumeric text identification information. 

199. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -r84 236 , wherein said ente re d 
inputted recipient data comprises , at least in part, information that identifies a business. 
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200. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 236 , wherein said enter e d 
inputted recipient data comprises , at l e ast in part, information that identifies an organization. 

201. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -H*4 236 , wherein said ente r ed 
inputted recipient data comprises , at least in part, a computer generated user code. 

202. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -r84 236 further including the step of 
including in said confirmation of r e ceipt notice sending access event data of attendant conditions of 
said access event. 

203. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -HJ4 236 , wherein said party recipient 
is an individual. 

204. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -HH 236 . wherein said party 
recipient is a business. 

205. (Currently amended) The method as in claim -H*4 236 , wherein said party 
recipient is an organization. 

206. (Currently amended) The method as in claim i-84 236 , wherein said inputted 
recipient data confirmation of r e c e ipt notice is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

207. (Currently amended) The method as in claim i%4 236 , wherein said inputted 
recipient data confirmation of r e ceipt notice is used to verify proper delivery of confidential 
documents. 
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208. (Currently amended) A The method recited by claim 260 for verifying whethe r e-mail 
sent by a sending pa r ty was accessed by an intended r e cipi e nt, said method comp r ising wherein 
said step of sending recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes the steps 
of: 

a) t r ansmitting an e-mail from a s e nd e r compute r to an intended r e cipi e nt, the send e r 
com p uter b e ing connect e d to a communications netwo r k generating a confirmation of receipt notice 
wherein the acquired recipient data is included with said confirmation of receipt notice ; and 

b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the acquired recipient data 
contained with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to information associated with 
said intended recipient in order to verify whether the email was accessed by the intended recipient. 
d e live r ing said e -mail to a r e cipient e-mail add r ess; 

e) — acquiring r ecipient data that is r elated to biometric identification of th e recipient; 

d) det e cting an acc e ss event , and generating a confi r mation of r ecei p t notic e wherein the 

acquir e d recipient data is included in said confirmation of receipt notice; and 
e ) sending said confirmation of r eceipt notice. 

209. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208- 260 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of said e-mail that was delivered to said recipient e-mail address. 

210. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268- 260 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of an e mail e-mail account associated with said recipient e-mail address. 

211. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said access event 
comprises activation of e-mail processing software associated with said recipient e-mail address. 
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212. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , farthe r c o mprising the step 
oft 

transmitting and d e liv e ring to th e r e cipient e-mail address wherein the step of transmitting 
an e-mail from a sender computer includes attaching an executable attachment file in conjunction 
with the e-mail frie, the executable attachment file having a first module for acquiring recipient 
data that is related to biometric identification of the recipient, a second module for gene r ating the 
confi r mation o f r eceipt notiee, and a thi r d modul e for transmitting the confirmation of receipt 
notice; and 

upon the det e ction of th e access event, automatically wherein the step of detecting an access 
event includes the step of executing at least the second and third modules first module of the 
executable attachment file. 

213. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 212, wherein the executable 
attachment file has a fourth second module transmitted and delivered therewith, the fourth second 
module for detecting the access event, and further comprising the step of: 

automatically executing the fourth second module upon delivery of the attachment file to 
the recipient e-mail address. 

214. Canceled. 

215. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 20§ 260 , wherein said recipient e- 
mail address is associated with a recipient computer. 
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216. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 215, wherein said recipient computer 
is a server of a service provider that is capable of receiving e-mail. 

217. (Previously presented) The method as in claim 215, wherein said recipient computer 
is a user system that is directly accessible by the recipient, said user system including electronic 
mail processing software and being capable of receiving e-mail. 

218. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 298 260 , wherein said acquired 
recipient data is further related to a biometric imprint, alphanumeric text identification, password 
identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

219. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said acquired 
recipient data comprises identity information that identifies an individual. 

220. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 further comprising means 
for recognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

221. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said acquired 
recipient data comprises information that identifies a business. 

222. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said acquired 
recipient data comprises information that identifies an organization. 

223. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said acquired 
recipient data comprises a computer generated user code. 
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224. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208- 260 further including the step of 
including in said c o nfirmation of receipt n o tice sending access event data of att e ndant conditions 
attendant of said access event. 

225. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268- 260 , wherein said recipient is an 
individual. 

226. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208- 260 , wherein said recipient is a 
business. 

227. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 , wherein said recipient is an 
organization. 

228. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 , wherein said c o nfirmation 
of r ec e ipt notice sent recipient data is used to verify proper delivery of legal documents. 

229. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 , wherein said confirmation of 
r e ceipt notice sent recipient data is used to verify proper delivery of confidential documents. 

230. (Canceled). 

231. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 , wherein said recipient data 
is acquired as a requisite condition for permitting access to said delivered e-mail. 

232. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 268 260 , wherein said recipient data 
is acquired as a requisite condition for permitting access to said recipient e-mail address. 
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233. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208 260 , wherein said recipient data 
is acquired as a requisite condition for operating a remote user computer, said remote user 
computer being operable to gain access to said recipient e-mail address. 

234. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 208- 260 , wherein said recipient data 
is comprised of alphanumeric text, said alphanumeric text being associated with the at least one 
biometric attribute of said recipient. 

235. (Currently amended) A The method as recited in claim 256 wherein the step of 
for verifying wh e the r an e-mail sent by a sending at least some of the discovered identifying data 
for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes the steps of party was accessed by an 
intended r eci p ient, said method comprising : 

a) st o ring r ecipient data on a computer associated with e-*mail r e trieval, said sto r ed 
recipient data identifying a particular party; 

b) transmitting an e-mail f ro m a s e nde r c o mpu t er to the intend e d r e cipient, the sender 

computer being conn e cted t o a communications netwo r k; 

c) d e liv e ring said e-mail to a re cipi e nt e-mail add r ess; 

d) d e t e cting an access event, and discov e ring the stored recipient data that identifies the — 

party associat e d with th e recipient c-mail address to which such email was delive r ed; 

e) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the acquired the discover e d r eci p ient 

data identifying data is included in with said confirmation of receipt notice; and 

f) b} sending said confirmation of receipt notice wherein the acquired identifying data 

contained with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to information associated with 
said intended recipient in order to verify whether the e-mail was accessed by the intended recipient 
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236. (Currently amended) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending 
party was accessed by an intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

b) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address; 

c) detecting an access event, and prompting the party associated with said access event to 
enter input recipient data prior to allowing the requested access, said recipient data including 
identifying data related to the party associated with said requested access; and 

d) gene r ating a confirmation of reeeipt notic e wherein the entered recipient data is 

included in said confirmation of r ecei p t notice; and 

e) sending said confirmation of recei p t notice recipient data for confirming proper delivery 

of said e-mail . 

237. (Currently amended) A- The method for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending 
pa rt y was acc e ss e d by an intended recipient, said method comprising recited by claim 264 wherein 
the step of sending data that identifies said recipient for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail 
includes the steps of : 

a) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the data that identifies the recipient 
is included with said confirmation of receipt notice transmitting an e -mail from a s e nder com p ute r 
to an intended reci p ient, the sender c o mputer being connected to a c o mmunications netwo r k ; and 

b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the data that identifies the recipient 
that is included with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to information associated 
with said intended recipient in order to verify whether the email was accessed bv the intended 
recipient, delivering said c-mail to a recipient e-mail add r ess; 

c) identifying said re cipient via biometric identificati o n; 
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d) detecting an access e v e nt, and gen e rating a confirmation o f receipt notice whe r ein 

data that identifies said recipient is included in said confirmation of r eceipt notice; and 
e) sending said confi r mation of recei p t notice. 

238. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 , wherein said data that 
identifies said recipient is related to a biometric imprint, alphanumeric text identification, password 
identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

239. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 , wherein the data that 
identifies said recipient data is comprised of alphanumeric text, said alphanumeric text being 
associated with the at least one biometric attribute of said recipient. 

240. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 further including the step of 
comprising means f or recognizing biometric attributes of an individual. 

241. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 , wherein said data that 
identifies said recipient comprises identity information that identifies an individual. 

242. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 . wherein said data that 
identifies said recipient comprises information that identifies a business. 

243. (Currently amended) The method as in claim 23? 264 , wherein said data that 
identifies said recipient comprises information that identifies an organization. 

244. (Currently amended) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party 
was accessed by an intended recipient, said system comprising: 
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a) a sender computer connected to a communications network and from which an email is 
transmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient computer 
capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and further having a data storage means for storing said 
received e-mail; 

c) re ci p i e nt a data file stored on a computer associated with the intended recipient e-mail 
retrieval , said stored r ecipient data file associated with a particular recipient e-mail address and 
identifying a party associated with said particular e-mail address; 

d) software capable of detecting an access event, wherein, upon detecting said access 
event, said software ex e cut e s the ste p s of : 

h — r e tri e ving discovers the stored r ecipi e nt data fije that is associated with the 

particular e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered identifies the party 
associated with said p articular r e cipient e-mail addr e ss to which such e mail was 
d e liv er ed ; and 

ii. including th e acquired recipient st o red data fil e in a confirmation of receipt 

notic e ; and 

e) means for sending the discovered data file for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail 
transmitting said confirmation of receipt notice to an e-mail add r ess associated with said sending 
party . 

245. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 244 275 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of a delivered e-mail. 

246. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 244 275 , wherein said access event 
comprises access of an e-mail account associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was 
delivered. 
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247. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 244 275 , wherein said access event 
comprises activation of the e-mail processing software associated with the e-mail address to which 
said e-mail was delivered. 

248. (Currently amended) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party 
was accessed by an intended recipient, said system comprising: 

a) a sender computer connected to a communications network and from which an e- 
mail is transmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient 
computer capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and further having data storage means for 
storing said received e-mail; 

c) software capable of detecting an access event, wherein, upon detecting said access 
event, said software t 

h — prompts the party associated with said access event to enter input recipient data 

prior to allowing the requested access, if no such recipient data pertaining to said 
party has b e en ente r ed pri or t o said aceess event, said recipient data comprising 
identifying data related to the party associated with said requested access i and 

ii. includ e s th e acquir e d recipient data in a confirmation of receipt notice; and 

e) d) means for sending recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail 

transmitting said confirmation of r ecei p t notice to an e-mail add r ess associated with said 

sending party . 

249. (Previously presented) The system as in claim 248, wherein said access event comprises 
access of a delivered e-mail. 
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250. (Previously presented) The system as in claim 248, wherein said access event 
comprises access of an e-mail account associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was 
delivered. 

251. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 248, wherein said access event 
comprises activation of the e-mail processing software associated with the e-mail address to which 
said e-mail was delivered. 

252. (Currently amended) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party 
was accessed by an intended recipient, said system comprising: 

a) a sender computer connected to a communications network and from which an e-mail is 
transmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient 
computer being capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and further having data storage means 
for storing said received e-mail; 

c) biometric identification means for recognizing biometric attributes of an individual; 

d) software capable of detecting an access event and identifying an individual through 
utilization of inputted biometric attributes of said individual , said softwa r e also being capable of 
acquiring biometric data identifying the p arty causing said access event, and including the acquired 
data in a confirmation of r eceipt notice ; and 

e) means for sending data that identifies said individual for confirming proper delivery of 
said e-mail transmitting said confirmation of r e cei p t notice to an e-mail add r ess associated with 
said sending party . 

253. (Previously presented) The system as in claim 252, wherein said access event 
comprises access of a delivered e-mail. 
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254. (Previously presented) The system as in claim 252, wherein said access event 
comprises access of an e-mail account associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was 
delivered. 

255. (Currently amended) The system as in claim 252, wherein said access event comprises 
activation of die e-mail processing software associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail 
was delivered. 

256. (New) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by 
an intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) storing recipient data in a data file, said data file containing identifying data that 
identifies a recipient of e-mail and being associated with said recipient's e-mail address; 

b) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

c) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

d) detecting an access event, and discovering the stored data file that is associated with the 
e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered; and 

e) sending at least some of the identifying data contained in said discovered data file for 
confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

257. (New) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) storing recipient data in a data file, said data file containing identifying data that 
identifies a recipient of e-mail and being associated with said recipient's e-mail address; 

b) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 
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c) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

d) detecting an access event, and discovering the stored data file that is associated with the 
e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered; and 

e) sending the discovered data file for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

258. (New) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

b) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

c) detecting an access event, and prompting the party that requested said access to input 
recipient data prior to allowing the requested access, said recipient data including identifying data 
that is associated with the party that requested said access; and 

d) sending recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

259. (New) The method recited by claim 236 wherein said step of sending recipient data for 
confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes the steps of: 

a) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the inputted recipient data is included 
with said confirmation of receipt notice; and 

b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the inputted recipient data included 
with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to information associated with said 
intended recipient in order to verify whether the e-mail was accessed by the intended recipient. 

260. (New) A method for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
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computer being connected to a communications network; 

b) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address; 

c) detecting an access event; 

d) acquiring recipient data that is related to biometric identification of the recipient; and 

e) sending recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

261. (New) The method as recited in claim 260 wherein said recipient data is acquired prior to 
said access event. 

262. (New) The method as recited in claim 260 wherein said recipient data is acquired after said 
access event. 

263. (New) The method as recited in claim 260 wherein said recipient data is sent to an e-mail 
address. 

264. (New) A method for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

b) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

c) identifying a recipient utilizing biometric identification; 

d) detecting an access event; and 

e) sending data that identifies said recipient for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

265. (New) The method as recited in claim 264 wherein said recipient is identified prior to said 
access event. 
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266. (New) The method as recited in claim 264 wherein said recipient is identified after said 
access event. 

267. (New) The method as recited in claim 264 wherein said data that identifies said recipient is 
sent to an e-mail address. 

268. (New) A method for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

b) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

c) identifying a recipient in association with biometric identification; 

d) detecting an access event; and 

e) sending data that identifies said recipient for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

269. (New) The method as in claim 268 wherein said recipient is identified prior to said access event 

270. (New) The method as in claim 268 wherein said recipient is identified after said access event. 

271. (New) The method as in claim 268 wherein said data that identifies said recipient is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

272. (New) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) storing recipient data on a storage element of a computer that is used by a recipient of e- 
mail to access e-mail, said recipient data including identifying data that is associated with a 
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recipient of e-mail; 

b) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 

c) delivering said e-mail to a recipient e-mail address; 

d) detecting an access event and discovering at least part of said stored recipient data that is 
associated with said recipient; 

e) sending at least part of said discovered recipient data for confirming proper delivery of 
said e-mail. 

273. (New) The method recited in claim 272 wherein said recipient of e-mail is an actual recipient 
of said e-mail. 

274. (New) The method recited in claim 244 wherein said recipient of e-mail is an actual recipient 
of said e-mail. 

275. (New) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said system comprising: 

a) a sender computer connected to a communications network and from which an e-mail is 
transmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient computer 
capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and further having a data storage for storing said 
received e-mail; 

c) a data file stored on a computer, said stored data file containing identifying data 
pertaining to a party and associated with said party's e-mail address; 
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d) software capable of detecting an access event, wherein, upon detecting said access 
event, said software discovers identifying data contained in said stored data file that is associated 
with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered; and 

e) means for sending identifying data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail. 

276. (New) The system as recited in claim 275 wherein said recipient of e-mail is an actual 
recipient of said e-mail. 

277. (New) The system as recited in claim 275 wherein said identifying data for confirming 
proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

278. (New) A system for verifying whether e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said system comprising: 

a) a sender computer connected to a communications network and from which an e-mail is 
transmitted; 

b) a recipient computer connected to said communications network, said recipient computer 
capable of receiving said transmitted e-mail and further having a data storage for storing said 
received e-mail; 

c) recipient data stored on the data storage of a computer that is used by a recipient of e- 
mail to access e-mail, said recipient data including identifying data that is associated with a 
recipient of e-mail; 

d) software capable of detecting an access event, wherein, upon detecting said access 
event, said software discovers at least part of said stored recipient data that is associated with said 
recipient; and 

e) means for sending at least part of said discovered recipient data for confirming proper 
delivery of said e-mail. 
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279. (New) The system as in claim 252, wherein said data that identifies said individual for 
confirming proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

280. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein said recipient data is contained in a 
data file, said data file being stored on said storage of said computer. 

281. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein recipient data pertaining to said recipient 
of e-mail is stored on said storage prior to said access event. 

282. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein said at least part of said discovered 
recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

283. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein said access event comprises access of a 
delivered e-mail. 

284. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein said access event comprises access of an 
e-mail account associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered. 

285. (New) The system as recited in claim 278, wherein said access event comprises activation of 
an e-mail processing software associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was 
delivered. 

286. (New) The method as recited in claim 257 wherein the step of sending the discovered data 
file for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes the steps of: 

a) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the discovered data file is included 
with said confirmation of receipt notice; and 
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b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the identifying data in the 
discovered data file that is included with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to 
information associated with said intended recipient in order to verify whether the email was 
accessed by the intended recipient. 

287. (New) The method as recited in claim 272 wherein the step of sending at least part of said 
discovered recipient data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail includes the steps of: 

a) generating a confirmation of receipt notice wherein the discovered recipient data is 
included with said confirmation of receipt notice; and 

b) sending said confirmation of receipt notice, wherein the discovered recipient data 
included with said confirmation of receipt notice can be compared to information associated with 
said intended recipient in order to verify whether the email was accessed by the intended recipient. 

288. (New) The method as in claim 287, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to an 
e-mail address. 

289. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said access event comprises access of said e- 
mail that was delivered to said recipient e-mail address. 

290. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said access event comprises access of an e-mail 
account associated with said recipient e-mail address. 

291. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said access event comprises activation of an e- 
mail processing software associated with said recipient e-mail address. 
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292. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein the step of transmitting an e-mail from a 
sender computer includes attaching an executable attachment file in conjunction with the e-mail 
file, the executable attachment file having a first module for discovering the stored recipient data 
that is associated with said recipient, and wherein the step of detecting an access event includes the 
step of executing the first module of the executable attachment. 

293. (New) The method as in claim 292, wherein the executable attachment file has a second 
module transmitted and delivered therewith, the second module for detecting the access event, and 
further comprising the step of: 

automatically executing the second module upon delivery of the attachment file to said 
recipient e-mail address. 

294. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said recipient e-mail address is associated with 
a recipient computer. 

295. (New) The method as in claim 294, wherein said recipient computer is a server of a service 
provider. 

296. (New) The method as in claim 294, wherein said recipient computer is a user system that is 
directly accessible by a recipient, said user system including electronic mail processing software. 

297. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein a remote user computer may be used to gain 
remote access to said recipient e-mail address. 

298. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said computer on which said recipient data is 
stored is a recipient computer. 
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299. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said computer on which said recipient data is 
stored is a remote user computer. 

300. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said recipient data is contained in a data file, said 
data file being stored on said storage element of said computer. 

301. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said storage element comprises of a hard disk drive. 

302. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said storage element comprises of a memory modul 

303. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein recipient data pertaining to said recipient of e- 
mail is stored on said storage element prior to said access event. 

304. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said stored recipient data pertains to 
alphanumeric text identification, biometric identification, password identification, a computer 
generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

305. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said stored recipient data comprises identity 
information that identifies an individual. 

306. (New) The method as in claim 305, wherein said identity information pertains to biometric 
identification. 

307. (New) The method as in claim 306 further comprising the step of recognizing biometric 
attributes of an individual. 
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308. (New) The method as in claim 305, wherein said identity information includes 
alphanumeric text identification data . 

309. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said stored recipient data includes information 
that identifies a business. 

310. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said stored data includes information that 
identifies an organization. 

311. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said stored recipient data includes a computer 
generated user code. 

312. (New) The method as in claim 272 further including the step of sending access event data of 
attendant conditions of said access event. 

313. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said recipient is an individual. 

314. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said recipient is a business. 

315. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said recipient is an organization. 

316. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said sent recipient data is used to verify proper 
delivery of legal documents. 

317. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said sent recipient data is used to verify proper 
delivery of confidential documents. 
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318. (New) The method as in claim 272, wherein said at least part of the discovered recipient 
data for confirming proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

319. (New) The method as recited in claim 256, wherein said identifying data for confirming 
proper delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

320. (New) The method as recited in claim 256, wherein said data file is stored on a computer 
associated with e-mail retrieval. 

321. (New) The method as in claim 235, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

322. (New) The method as in claim 256, wherein said identifying data contained in said stored 
data file pertains to alphanumeric text identification, biometric identification, password 
identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

323. (New) The method as in claim 257, wherein said data file is sent to an e-mail address. 

324. (New) The method as in claim 257, wherein said data file is stored on a computer 
associated with e-mail retrieval. 

325. (New) The method as in claim 286, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

326. (New) The method as in claim 257, wherein said identifying data contained in said stored 
data file pertains to alphanumeric text identification, biometric identification, password 
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identification, a computer generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

327. (New) The method as in claim 236, wherein said recipient data for confirming proper 
delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

328. (New) The method as in claim 236, wherein a remote user computer may be used to gain 
remote access to said recipient e-mail address. 

329. (New) The method as in claim 236 wherein the party that is associated with said access 
event is an individual. 

330. (New) The method as in claim 236 wherein the party that is associated with said access 
event is a business. 

331. (New) The method as in claim 236 wherein the party that is associated with said access 
event is an organization. 

332. (New) The method as in claim 258 wherein said recipient data for confirming proper delivery 
of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

333. (New) The method as in claim 1 84, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

334. (New) The method as in claim 258, wherein said inputted recipient data pertains to 
alphanumeric text identification, biometric identification, password identification, a computer 
generated user code, or a combination thereof. 
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335. (New) The method as in claim 208, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

336. (New) The method as in claim 260, wherein a remote user computer may be used to gain 
remote access to said recipient e-mail address. 

337. (New) The method as in claim 219, wherein said identity information includes 
alphanumeric text identification. 

338. (New) The method as in claim 237, wherein said confirmation of receipt notice is sent to 
an e-mail address. 

339. (New) The method as in claim 268 , wherein said data that identifies said recipient is related 
to a biometric imprint, alphanumeric text identification, password identification, a computer 
generated user code, or a combination thereof. 

340. (New) The method as in claim 268 further comprising the step of recognizing biometric 
attributes of an individual. 

341. (New) A method for verifying whether an e-mail sent by a sending party was accessed by an 
intended recipient, said method comprising: 

a) storing recipient data on a storage element of a computer that is used to access e-mail, 
said recipient data including identifying data that is associated with a recipient of e-mail; 

b) transmitting an e-mail from a sender computer to an intended recipient, the sender 
computer being connected to a communications network; 
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c) delivering said e-mail to an e-mail address; 

d) detecting an access event and discovering at least part of said stored recipient data that is 
associated with said recipient; 

e) sending at least part of said discovered recipient data for confirming proper delivery of 
said e-mail. 

342. (New) The system as in claim 244, wherein said discovered data file for confirming proper 
delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

343. (New) The system as in claim 244, wherein said access event comprises access of a 
delivered e-mail. 

344. (New) The system as in claim 244, wherein said access event comprises access of an e-mail 
account associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered. 

345. (New) The system as in claim 244, wherein said access event comprises activation of an e- 
mail processing software associated with the e-mail address to which said e-mail was delivered. 

346. (New) The system as in claim 248, wherein said recipient data for confirming proper 
delivery of said e-mail is sent to an e-mail address. 

347. (New) The system as in claim 252, wherein said individual is identified prior to said access 
event. 

348. (New) The system as in claim 252, wherein said individual is identified after said access 
event. 
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